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They Called Us Enemy George Takei

they called us enemy george takei is a powerful phrase that encapsulates the emotional weight and historical significance of the
memoir and documentary by renowned actor and activist George Takei. This phrase resonates deeply with those who experienced
the injustices faced by Japanese Americans during World War II, particularly the internment camps established by the U.S.
government. In this article, we explore the story behind "They Called Us Enemy," George Takei's compelling recounting of his
childhood experiences, the broader context of Japanese American internment, and the importance of remembering this dark chapter
in American history.

Understanding "They Called Us Enemy" by George Takei

Overview of the Memoir and Documentary

"They Called Us Enemy" is a graphic memoir co-authored by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, and Steven Scott, published in 2019. It
vividly recounts Takei's childhood experiences when his family was forcibly relocated from their home in Los Angeles to internment
camps during World War II. The book combines personal storytelling with historical context, offering readers a nuanced
understanding of the injustices faced by Japanese Americans. The success of the memoir led to a documentary adaptation, which
brings Takei's story to life through interviews, archival footage, and reenactments. This multimedia approach helps educate
audiences about a painful period in American history, emphasizing themes of resilience, injustice, and the importance of civil rights.

The Significance of the Title

The phrase "They Called Us Enemy" reflects the dehumanization and suspicion Japanese Americans endured during the internment
period. The term "enemy" was used by government officials and the media to justify the incarceration of Japanese Americans,
branding them as threats solely based on their ethnicity. Takei's memoir challenges this narrative, asserting his identity as an



American citizen and emphasizing that the true enemy was discrimination and prejudice.

Historical Context of Japanese American Internment

Background and Causes

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, fear and suspicion towards Japanese Americans surged nationwide.
Despite the fact that most Japanese Americans were loyal U.S. citizens, the government and many citizens viewed them with
distrust. This led to Executive Order 9066, signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on February 19, 1942, which authorized the
military to designate certain areas as exclusion zones. As a result, approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans—two-thirds of whom
were U.S. citizens—were forcibly relocated from their homes on the West Coast to internment camps scattered across remote
regions of the country.

The Internment Camps

Japanese Americans were confined in camps surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by armed soldiers. Conditions were often
harsh, with inadequate housing, limited privacy, and restricted freedom. Despite these hardships, internees organized community
life, schools, and cultural activities, demonstrating resilience amid adversity. The most notorious camps included:

Manzanar (California)1.
Heart Mountain (Wyoming)2.
Tule Lake (California)3.
Minidoka (Idaho)4.

Legal and Political Ramifications

The internment was challenged legally, but initially upheld by the Supreme Court in cases like Korematsu v. United States (1944). It
wasn't until decades later that the U.S. government formally acknowledged the injustice. In 1988, Congress passed the Civil Liberties
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Act, offering a formal apology and reparations to surviving internees.

George Takei’s Personal Story and Its Broader Impact

Takei’s Childhood Experience

Born in 1937 in Los Angeles, George Takei was just a young boy when his family was uprooted and sent to internment camps. His
story reflects the innocence of childhood amid the chaos of war and prejudice. Takei recalls the fear, confusion, and resilience of his
family, emphasizing the human side of this historical event. He has spoken openly about how the internment shaped his
understanding of justice, identity, and civil rights. His experiences have fueled his activism, making him a vocal advocate for civil
liberties, anti-discrimination efforts, and historical awareness.

Impact on Civil Rights and Education

Through "They Called Us Enemy," Takei aims to educate new generations about the injustices faced by Japanese Americans and the
importance of safeguarding civil liberties. His personal narrative serves as a reminder that discrimination can occur quickly and
unjustly, especially during times of national crisis. The memoir and documentary have been used in schools and community
programs to foster understanding and promote discussions about race, loyalty, and human rights.

Key Themes and Messages

Dehumanization and Prejudice

The internment was driven by racial prejudice, fueled by propaganda that labeled Japanese Americans as enemies. Takei’s story
highlights how language and fear can dehumanize entire communities.



Resilience and Community

Despite the hardships, internees built strong communities within the camps, maintaining cultural traditions and supporting one
another. Takei’s narrative underscores the resilience of the human spirit.

Justice and Reconciliation

The story advocates for acknowledging past injustices, seeking justice, and ensuring such events do not recur. The Civil Liberties Act
of 1988 was a crucial step, but ongoing education is vital for reconciliation.

American Identity and Citizenship

Takei’s experiences challenge the notion that loyalty and citizenship are determined by ethnicity. His life exemplifies that true
patriotism involves standing against injustice and defending civil rights.

The Legacy of "They Called Us Enemy"

Educational and Cultural Impact

The memoir and documentary have become vital educational tools that raise awareness about civil rights violations. They serve to:

Promote understanding of Japanese American history1.
Encourage discussions on racial prejudice2.
Inspire activism for current social justice issues3.

Honoring the Internment Survivors

Taking part in public speaking, interviews, and advocacy, George Takei and others continue to honor the memory of those affected
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by internment. Their stories serve as a reminder of the importance of vigilance against injustice.

Promoting Civil Rights Today

The lessons from "They Called Us Enemy" are relevant in contemporary debates about immigration, national security, and civil
liberties. The story urges society to balance security concerns with human rights.

Conclusion: Why "They Called Us Enemy" Matters

The phrase "They Called Us Enemy" encapsulates a painful chapter in American history marked by fear, discrimination, and injustice.
George Takei’s personal recounting sheds light on the resilience and strength of a community unjustly persecuted. His story is a
testament to the importance of remembering history to prevent its repetition. By sharing his experiences through his memoir and
documentary, Takei educates audiences worldwide, fostering empathy, understanding, and a commitment to civil rights. As society
continues to grapple with issues of race, identity, and justice, "They Called Us Enemy" remains a crucial reminder of the need for
compassion and vigilance in defending human dignity. Keywords for SEO Optimization: - They Called Us Enemy - George Takei -
Japanese American internment - WWII internment camps - Civil Liberties Act 1988 - Japanese American history - Civil rights activism -
George Takei memoir - Internment camp stories - Resilience during adversity - Civil rights education - Remembering Japanese
internment

They Called Us Enemy by George Takei is a compelling graphic memoir that offers a deeply personal and historically significant
account of one of the darkest chapters in American history: the forced internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
Through vivid storytelling, striking illustrations, and heartfelt reflection, Takei sheds light on a chapter often overlooked or
misunderstood, making this book an essential read for anyone interested in history, civil rights, and the resilience of the human
spirit.



Overview of "They Called Us Enemy"

"They Called Us Enemy" is a graphic memoir published in 2019, co-created by
George Takei, Justin Eisinger, Steven Scott, and Harmony Becker. The book
recounts Takei's childhood experiences as a young boy when his family was
forcibly relocated from their home in Los Angeles to internment camps in the
aftermath of Executive Order 9066. Combining personal anecdotes with
historical context, the memoir aims to educate readers about the injustices
faced by Japanese Americans and the importance of standing against
prejudice and discrimination. This work is notable not only for its historical
significance but also for how it personalizes a complex and often impersonal
topic. Its accessible format, blending visual storytelling with narrative depth,
makes it appealing to a broad audience, including young readers, educators,
and history enthusiasts.

Historical Context and Content

Background of Japanese Internment
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The book begins by setting the scene of pre-war America, illustrating the
vibrant Japanese American communities thriving in Los Angeles. Takei
describes his early life, family, and community, painting a picture of
normalcy shattered by wartime hysteria. The narrative then moves into the
political climate of the 1940s, explaining how fears and racism led the U.S.
government to issue Executive Order 9066, which authorized the internment
of Japanese Americans. The memoir doesn't shy away from detailing the
profound injustices of the internment camps—living conditions, loss of
property, separation from family members, and the psychological toll. Takei's
personal stories are interwoven with broader historical facts, providing a
comprehensive understanding of this dark chapter.

Key Themes

- Injustice and Racism: The narrative highlights systemic discrimination and
the racial profiling that led to internment. - Resilience and Dignity: Despite
hardships, Takei emphasizes the strength and dignity of those interned. -



Civic Rights and Activism: The memoir discusses the ongoing fight for
redress and acknowledgment, connecting past injustices to contemporary
civil rights issues. - Family and Community: Personal stories underscore the
importance of family bonds and community support during adversity.

Visual and Literary Style

Illustrations and Artwork

The graphic memoir features striking black-and-white illustrations that evoke
the somber mood of the story. Harmony Becker’s artwork is both expressive
and evocative, capturing the emotions of the characters and the bleakness of
the camps. The illustrations serve to humanize the narrative, making
historical events relatable and visceral. Pros: - Enhances emotional impact -
Clear and expressive character portrayals - Complementary to the
storytelling Cons: - Black-and-white format may feel stark to some readers -
Limited color palette might reduce visual engagement for certain audiences
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Narrative Tone and Writing Style

Takei’s narration is candid, heartfelt, and accessible. His storytelling
balances personal anecdotes with historical analysis, making complex issues
understandable. The tone is respectful yet passionate, urging readers to
reflect on the lessons of the past. Pros: - Personal and engaging voice -
Educational without being didactic - Suitable for a wide age range Cons: - At
times, the narrative can feel nostalgic or overly sentimental - Some readers
might prefer a more detailed historical analysis

Strengths and Impact

Pros: - Educational Value: The book provides a succinct yet comprehensive
overview of Japanese internment, making it valuable for classrooms and
personal learning. - Personal Perspective: As a survivor and prominent
figure, Takei's voice lends authenticity and emotional depth. - Illustrative
Power: The graphic format makes complex history accessible and engaging,
especially for younger audiences. - Call to Action: The memoir encourages



reflection on civil rights and social justice, inspiring activism and awareness.
- Recognition and Awards: The book has received critical acclaim, including
awards like the American Book Award and positive reviews from critics and
readers alike. Cons: - Limited Depth for Scholarly Readers: Those seeking an
exhaustive academic analysis might find the scope somewhat narrow. -
Potential Emotional Intensity: The subject matter can be emotionally
challenging, especially for readers with personal or familial connections to
internment. - Graphic Novel Limitations: The format might not appeal to
readers who prefer traditional text-based history books.

Relevance and Contemporary Significance

"They Called Us Enemy" resonates beyond its historical context, serving as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of prejudice, fear, and governmental
overreach. In an era where issues of racial profiling and civil liberties remain
pertinent, Takei’s story offers a poignant reminder of the importance of
vigilance and empathy. The book also fosters dialogue about redress,
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reconciliation, and the importance of remembering history to prevent its
recurrence. It has been widely used in educational settings to teach about
civil rights, social justice, and the importance of standing against injustice.

Critical Reception and Audience Feedback

Critics have lauded "They Called Us Enemy" for its compelling storytelling
and artistic execution. Many have praised Takei's ability to personalize a
significant historical event, making it accessible and emotionally resonant.
Readers from diverse backgrounds have expressed appreciation for learning
about Japanese internment through such a heartfelt and visually engaging
format. Educators commend its suitability as a teaching tool, noting its
ability to engage students and foster critical discussions. However, some
have noted that the emotional weight of the stories can be intense, requiring
sensitive handling when used with younger audiences. Others have
suggested supplementing the graphic memoir with additional historical
resources for a more comprehensive understanding.



Final Thoughts and Recommendations

"They Called Us Enemy" stands out as a vital contribution to historical
literature, blending personal narrative with educational content in a
compelling graphic format. It is a powerful reminder of the resilience of
marginalized communities and the ongoing struggle for justice. Who should
read this book? - Students and educators seeking to explore civil rights
history - Readers interested in graphic novels and memoirs - Anyone looking
to understand the human impact of historical injustices - Advocates of social
justice and anti-racism work In summary, George Takei’s "They Called Us
Enemy" is a beautifully crafted, emotionally impactful, and historically
important work. Its combination of personal storytelling, striking visuals, and
social commentary makes it a must-read for anyone committed to
understanding history and advocating for a more just society. Key Features: -
Personal perspective from a well-known survivor - Accessible graphic format
suitable for all ages - Educational and inspirational - Critical acclaim and
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awards Potential Limitations: - Emotional intensity may require sensitive
handling - Not exhaustive for scholarly research - Preference for visual
storytelling may not suit all readers In conclusion, "They Called Us Enemy" is
more than just a memoir; it is a call to remember, reflect, and act. It reminds
us that history, when told with honesty and compassion, can serve as a
powerful tool for empathy and change.

Questions & Answers About they called us enemy george takei

No Question Answer

1 What is the main focus of George Takei's
book 'They Called Us Enemy'?

George Takei's 'They Called Us Enemy' is a graphic memoir that recounts his
family's experiences as Japanese Americans imprisoned in internment camps
during World War II.

2 Why is 'They Called Us Enemy' considered
an important work for understanding
American history?

The book sheds light on the injustices faced by Japanese Americans during
internment, helping readers understand a dark chapter of American history
and the importance of civil rights.



3 How has George Takei's personal story in
'They Called Us Enemy' influenced public
awareness about internment camps?

Takei's heartfelt storytelling has raised awareness, encouraging discussions
about civil liberties, racial prejudice, and the need to remember and learn
from past injustices.

4 What are some key themes explored in
'They Called Us Enemy'?

Key themes include family resilience, racial discrimination, loss of freedom,
patriotism, and the importance of standing up against injustice.

5 Has 'They Called Us Enemy' received any
notable awards or recognition?

Yes, the graphic memoir has received critical acclaim and has been praised
for its powerful storytelling, educational value, and contribution to Asian
American history and literature.

6 How can 'They Called Us Enemy' be used in
educational settings?

The book serves as a valuable resource for teaching about WWII, civil rights,
and the history of Japanese American internment, fostering empathy and
awareness among students.

George Takei, They Called Us Enemy, memoir, Japanese American internment, World War II, discrimination, Asian American history,
refugee experience, civil rights, autobiography
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